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Th Gi t f ItThe Gist of It
The recovery is not completeThe recovery is not complete.

Thousands of children are still displaced.  Their status 
and location are unknown. There is no current system 
in place to track these childrenin place to track these children. 

There is a need for system-wide response and 
recovery planning.

Good intentions were and are not enough.
The resource needs of affected schools were not 
met.met.

Funding, staff, classrooms, materials, health & mental 
health services, and information.
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Outcomes

LouisianaPublicSchool Enrollmnent September 2005toOctober 2006Louisiana Public School Enrollmnent September 2005 to October 2006
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H i E ll t Ch

Outcomes

Hurricane Enrollment Changes

The following series of maps demonstrates the 
dynamics of student return (i.e., month to month 
changes) over the course of the 2005-06 schoolchanges) over the course of the 2005 06 school 
year.

Where possible, students return rapidly 
Calcasieu Jefferson St Tammany VermilionCalcasieu, Jefferson, St. Tammany,  Vermilion

Others return gradually 
Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard

Public school enrollment at the end of the school yearPublic school enrollment at the end of the school year 
in Louisiana decreased by more than 70,000 students 
compared to the previous year.
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H i E ll t Ch

Outcomes

Hurricane Enrollment Changes

The following series of maps demonstrates the 
dynamics of student displacement over the 
course of the 2005-06 school year.course of the 2005 06 school year.

Note that some changes in enrollment lag events (e.g., 
Cameron Parish) because of the event’s direct impact on the 
system.

Displaced students tend to move to urban areas 
(Baton Rouge, Lafayette, Alexandria, Shreveport).
Displacement appears to follow major roadways (I-10, 
I 49 US 61)I-49, US 61).
This pattern is likely to repeat if a similar event 
happens.
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E ll t Wh t h d?

Outcomes

Enrollment – What happened?
Displaced public school students

52978  31%

65397, 38%

52978, 31%

11863, 7%41870, 24%,

Returned to original school without enrolling elsewhere in Louisiana
Returned to original school after having enrolled elsewhere in Louisiana
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Currently enrolled in a Louisiana school other than original school
Have not re-enrolled in any Louisiana public school



Di l t d R t

Outcomes

Displacement and Return
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C ti i R 2006 07

Outcomes

Continuing Recovery: 2006-07

Enrollment increased by ~25,000 in 2006-07 
compared to EOY 2005-06
69 031 Storm exit students EOY 2005 0669,031 Storm exit students EOY 2005-06

~15,000 students displaced by the storms with no 
EOY enrollment returned to school as of October 
20062006

77.7% FRL (04-05)
62.3% FRL (04-05) for students that returned during the 
2005-06 SY
Orleans Public schools 

2004-05: 77% FRL
2006-07: 69% FRL (including the Recovery District)
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Minority and Lower-Achieving Students are More

Outcomes

Minority and Lower-Achieving Students are More 
Likely to Continue to be Displaced

Percent 
Minority

Achievement 
(2005)

Returned to original school without enrolling 45 52g g
elsewhere in Louisiana 45 52

Returned to original school after having 
enrolled elsewhere in Louisiana 57 51enrolled elsewhere in Louisiana
Currently enrolled in a Louisiana school 
other than original school 73 43

Have not re enrolled in any Louisiana publicHave not re-enrolled in any Louisiana public 
school 85 42

Returned to any LA School EOY 2005-06 54 50

Center for Child Development UL Lafayette 24March 31, 2007

Returned in 2006-07 84 42



E h th t d

Outcomes

Even when they returned . . .
Orleans End of Year Students: Number of Days Not Enrolled in LA Public Schools
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Outcomes

Wh i b d l ?Where is everybody else?
LA public school enrollment decreased approximately 74,000 
compared to 2004-05
Where are they?

US Department of Education Emergency Impact Aid ProgramUS Department of Education Emergency Impact Aid Program
139,010 total students (public and non-public)
68,384 in low impact states (AL, LA, MS not included), at least 6,000 
students unaccounted.

Estimates of displaced students in news sources vary widely fromEstimates of displaced students in news sources vary widely, from 
50,000 to 110,000 students enrolled outside of Louisiana due to the 
hurricanes.

Information does not identify originating state, nor do they identify whether 
the students were enrolled in public or non-public schools.p p
An estimated 60,000 non-public school students were initially displaced by 
the storms. In Louisiana, non-public school enrollment decreased 6,598.

We do not know that any of the 74,000 students have enrolled in 
school. The information available is limited.

Center for Child Development UL Lafayette 26March 31, 2007



F G

Perceptions

Focus Groups

Four Affected Parishes
Jefferson, Lafayette, 
St Tammany and VermilionSt. Tammany, and Vermilion

Methodology
Five groups of 12-15 displaced 
individuals each

Three groups of children: 
Grades 3 & 4, Grades 7 & 8, 
Grades 10 &11Grades 10 &11.
Parents
Faculty

C d t d M 2 d 16 2006
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F G

Perceptions

Focus Groups

Trans-system Findings
Lack of a shared planLack of a shared plan
Perception that help came from the 
community, not from government agenciesy, g g
Communication

Web sites
Text messaging
Lack of electronic school and health records
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F G

Perceptions

Focus Groups

Recommendations
Planning – response and recovery
Schools serve as centering point of communitySchools serve as centering point of community 
recovery, so should be explicitly used for this 
purpose.

A “one-stop” shop for access to or information about publicA one stop  shop for access to or information about public 
services. For example, health services, mental health 
services, housing, insurance.

Develop electronic, easily accessible health and 
d ti deducation records.

Education and health care agencies should take a 
more active role in disaster exercises.
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P i i l S

Perceptions

Principals Survey

Partnered with RAND Education
Sample of principals in 503 schools (40% of the 
public schools that enroll at least one displaced 
student) that:student), that:

Includes schools serving victims of both hurricanes
Includes schools serving all grade levels g g
Oversamples schools where displaced students are a 
large fraction of enrollment

Center for Child Development UL Lafayette 30March 31, 2007



P i i l S

Perceptions

Principals Survey
Displaced students struggled more with mentalDisplaced students struggled more with mental 
health and achievement, particularly in high-
displacement schools.
Cl i i d i th thi d fClass sizes increased in more than one third of 
the schools.
More than half of the schools needed additionalMore than half of the schools needed additional 
staff (e.g., teachers, substitutes, counselors)

Staffing needs frequently were not met, primarily due 
to lack of fundingto lack of funding.

Substantially more disciplinary issues in schools 
with large numbers of displaced students.
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P j t SERV

Response

Project SERV
Louisiana’s Project SERV (Schools 
Emergency Response to Violence) 
assisted local schools in their 
recovery from traumatic events,recovery from traumatic events, 
including the devastating aftermath 
of hurricanes. 
Training to school teams in the 
areas of stress managementareas of stress management, 
relaxation techniques, 
communication skills and recognition 
of referral conditions. 

Originally developed for schoolOriginally developed for school 
violence, but portions were selected 
for use in response to the storms.

Training delivered upon request of 
school districts only
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Response

Center for Child Development UL Lafayette 36March 31, 2007



S d I li ti

Implications

Summary and Implications

Lack of planning
Not just response planning, but especially recovery 
planning

Common perception that most support came 
f th th t ifrom sources other than government agencies
Mental health issues

P tt f i t d di l t l l id tifPatterns of impact and displacement clearly identify 
areas that will need assistance and services
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S d I li ti

Implications

Summary and Implications

Immediate and static displacement
Repopulation, where possible, happened as p p p pp
soon as schools were opened. Lack of system to 
track displaced students.
No standards for sharing education related 
information.
Accountability for educating displaced students.
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H d d b tt ?

Implications

How do we do better?
The recovery is not completeThe recovery is not complete.

Thousands of children are still displaced.  Their status 
and location are unknown. There is no current system 
in place to track these children.in place to track these children.

There is a need for system-wide response and 
recovery planning.

G d i t ti d t hGood intentions were and are not enough.
The resource needs of affected schools were not 
met.

Funding, staff, classrooms, materials, health & mental 
health services, and information.
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Implications
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